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Kris Calvin 
    Speaker for July 11th Meeting 
 

Kris Calvin is a past local elected official who knows politics from the 

inside out. She’s been honored for her advocacy on behalf of 

children by the California State Assembly and the California 

Governor’s Office. Kris’ education includes degrees from Stanford 

and UC Berkeley with training in economics and forensic psychology.  

 

More than a decade of work with state legislators and bureaucrats 

provides Kris with ample fodder for murder and mayhem in her 

debut Sacramento-based mystery series, which features lobbyist 

Maren Kane as an amateur sleuth. 

 

When she’s not writing, you’re likely to find Kris at mystery writer 

conferences, in the halls of the Capitol in Sacramento, or cheering on 

her teams at Warriors basketball and SF Giants baseball games.  

 

Kris will be speaking about her writing process of using life experience to inspire a fiction novel 

and her publishing experience using a hybrid publisher. 

 

 

Feeling old?   

Our country turned 240 years old this year. Feel better? 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Suburban Scribe 
sactowriters.org 

All meetings are held at the Crossroads Community Fellowship Church’s meeting 
hall, 5501 Dewey Drive, Carmichael — just north of the Madison/Dewey 

intersection, 7-9 p.m. on the 2nd Monday of each month. 
All writers are encouraged to attend. 

Membership is not mandatory but brings privileges. See last page. 
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 Review a Book 

Mary Lou Anderson 

 Things have changed, unless, of course, you’re under 30. If that’s the case, things have been 

perfect for forever. Your life has been perfect for forever. You have been perfect for forever. 

However, for the rest of us, things have changed. People used to start a book, stick in a piece 

of paper to mark their place, continue reading later on. When the book was finished, the reader 

would set it down and move on to the next one. They might tell a friend how great it was. 

Maybe they’d even lend it, give it away, return it to the library, or shelve it and forget it’s there. 

Today, readers are asked to review a book, in writing, on the computer, and post it online. 

We are asked to read the book then tell others how much we enjoyed it. (Because, if we didn’t like it, we 

wouldn’t have finished reading it, right?) 

The key is “finish the book.” I’ve heard stories where reviewers have admitted to not even starting to read a 

book before they review it. 

Stories exist where the reader didn’t like the genre to begin with, but slogged through the book, then gave it a 

bad review. Why'd they bother?  

So, to you youngsters, you oldsters, and you in-betweeners. Support other authors. Support the members of this 

writers’ club and other clubs. Read the books, but please write a review and post it on Amazon, on Good Reads, on 

whatever other sites that accept them. 
 

 

Everyone Has a Story 

By Pat Biasotti 

  

Every family has a story. And some are just amazing. Your sons and daughters may know yours, but as it 

reaches the grandchildren and future generations it usually gets diluted and sometimes lost. 

When asked hers, Mary M. laughed, “Oh, we are just plain ordinary people. My folks grew 

watermelons and corn on a farm in Kansas.” Turns out her ancestors escaped religious 

persecution in Belgium, came to a Jesuit Mission in Indian country in the 1860s and bought the 

land for that family farm from a Pottawattamie Indian. She owns a copy of the land grant signed by President 

Andrew Johnson. Pia D’s grandfather was one of seven German immigrants who purchased a tract of land in 

1881 and established a German communal settlement near Encinitas, California, which is now a California State 

historical monument. Eleven families held everything in common. All the receipts and records are preserved in 

a treasured volume written in the old German script. Sadly, Betty G. doesn’t know her story. She was one of the 

children shipped westward on the “Orphan Trains.”   

 It’s time for you to write your story as an invaluable gift for your children and all the generations after 

them. Many books are available on writing your history. You might like to make it a chronological 

autobiography detailing most of your life. Memoirs usually describe only specific events in a person’s life. 

Tackle it in the way most comfortable for you. You might even find it extremely enjoyable. For those with 

computer skills, scrapbook pages inserted with text and pictures (old black-and-white or colored) can be made. 

Most online companies and store photo departments will then assemble these into a handsome book.  

Plus, don’t forget about the magical I Street Press at the main Sacramento Public Library.   

 A few years ago I started writing the first chapter of my autobiography, preceded by a short 

prologue about my parents and ancestors. That Christmas I promised my children a new chapter for 

each succeeding Christmas and birthday. Years ago, like many parents, my husband and I had helped them as 

they started their adult lives. Today they are established career wise while my senior income is limited. With six 

children and their spouses, I cannot afford significant presents (outside of my traditional cocoa rum balls and 

apple butter). Thus—the gift of my life story in which they play a great part and say they treasure greatly. 

Unfortunately, I am way behind on “Pat’s Story.”  
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 Over several years I’ve only gotten through my college graduation. They laugh as I stack on birthdays, 

“Mom, you’d better hurry up or else live until you’re one-hundred and ten!” 

Don’t wait.  You may not have one-hundred and ten years.  Get busy on your story now and bestow on your 

children and grandchildren this precious present. 

 

 

Month of July Facts 
Courtesy of popculturemadness.com 

______________________________________ 

 

Parents' Day is celebrated on the fourth Sunday of July. President Bill Clinton established Parent's Day in 1994.  

 

July 11
th

 - 1914 - Babe Ruth made his debut in Major League Baseball with the Boston Red Sox.  

     1922 - The Daisy Dell reopened as The Hollywood Bowl.  

     1798 - The United States Marine Corps was re-established (they had been disbanded after the      

      American Revolutionary War).  
 

Critique Groups 

Mary Lou 

 At least one new critique group started from the endeavor of starting with a drop-in session or 

two. Gisela Butler agreed to keep the contacts going. They usually meet on the third Monday of the 

month, and the location is probably going to rotate so members don’t have to travel so far for 

every meeting. Contact Gisela to see if there is room for someone new to join. 

Don’t forget to contact Brittany Lord for the weekend drop-in meeting at the Birdcage 

Shopping Center. Critique groups are an important part of writing success. Don’t miss the 

opportunity to join, or even start, a group. 

 

*Hint from the Grammar Guardian:  Make sure your subject and predicate match in number. They 

is important. Usually, plural verbs do not end in "s," but singular ones do. "We sing" vs. "She 

sings." Yes, yes, I know, there are always exceptions, but it's a good general rule.   

 

Meet a SSWC Member – Linda Kim 
Linda was born and raised in Iowa. She obtained her business degree from the University of 

Iowa, where she also met her wonderful future husband. They stayed in town for several years 

after her graduation, eventually marrying and having their first child. The young family then 

moved to St. Louis, Missouri where their second son was born. It was a wonderful place for 

them to raise their children, with several great museums and parks. A few years later, with 

children still in elementary school, the Kim family made their way to California.  

 

Linda has been primarily a stay-at-home mom for all of her children’s lives. Until they moved to California, she 

used her extra time to fix up and sell their homes five different times. After coming to California, she decided to 

get her real estate license and help other people move, while staying comfortably put in her Fair Oaks home.  

 

Reading has always been an important part of Linda’s life. She remembers her mother reading to her before she 

could read herself, and she continued the practice with her children.  

. 
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A love of reading has certainly been passed down for generations in her family. A few years ago, she decided to 

try writing a book of her own. Recently completing her first novel in the style of a light romance, she is now in 

the process of finishing re-writes and learning about the self-publishing process. She anticipates starting a new 

project soon, as both of her beloved boys will be heading off to college in the fall. 
 

  

Day in the Life of the  

SSWC Membership Chairman 

If you ever have the opportunity to be the membership chairman of a group as diverse and talented as the 
Sacramento Suburban Writers’ Club, grab it! What a fun, interesting, ride comes with that responsibility and 
privilege. 

As membership chairman, stationed at the entrance of the meeting room, you will always be sure of actually seeing 
EVERY one attending the meeting. You will be able to greet the members with a smile and thank them if you see 
they are bringing something delicious for the break table. The members will all greet you by name. (I do have to 
mention a little caveat here. You will know the names of every member, however, you will not necessarily know 
which face goes with which name, but a friendly reminder from you for them to get their ID badges out of the box 
quickly solves that dilemma.) 

In addition to all this friendly interaction with the members also comes the privilege of welcoming visitors. They are 
usually a little hesitant and unsure about being there at all, knowing neither what is expected of them nor how they 
will be received or fit in. This will be your opportunity to be “the hostess with the mostest” to each one and help 
them feel welcome. You will give them a little run down of the schedule for the meeting and perhaps introduce 
them to a member who could mentor them. 

After every meeting you will have the opportunity to eMail the members who were not there and let them know 
how much they were missed and remind them of the next month’s meeting. Frequently they will respond with the 
reason they weren’t there which, many times, you will share with the hospitality chairman who can then send an 
appropriate card. 

You will also get to eMail the visitors, thanking them for coming, inviting them to return, and giving them the date, 
time, and place of the next club meeting.  

Then the next day when you enter the attendance into your excel spreadsheet, you will quickly notice who are the 
most regular attenders and who might need a bit of encouragement.  

Filling this position qualifies you to attend the quarterly board meetings where, as well as attending to the important 
club business, you will socialize with, dare I state this obvious truth, some of the most interesting, productive, 
creative members of the club. By the way, all this important business and discussion will probably happen in a place 
as friendly as a pizza parlor, serving pizza and drinks. 

 

 

Internet Finds rewritten by Mort Rumberg 

 

I have a lot of friends and most of the best ones are fictional. 

I know a lot of people who have a way with words…others not have way. 

Be alert. The country needs more lerts. 

My protagonist is a very dynamic character, but he passed through the doorway of life unnoticed. 

If it’s not related to elephants, it’s irrelephant. 

Take your time…I’m retired. If you want to speak with me, you’ll be charged a consulting fee. 
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(Clipart provided by clipartbest.com) 

OFFICERS 
  

Elected Officers: 

President    Mary Lou Anderson 

Vice President    Brittany Lord 

Secretary    Tammy Andrews 

Treasurer    Nadya Terman 

  

Chairs: 

Achievement    Mary Lou Anderson 

Chairs Chair    Wes Turner 

Coffee/Treats    Tammy Andrews 

Conference Coord.  John Powell 

Critique Groups   Brittany Lord 

Directory    Nan Roark 

Historian    Pat Biasotti 

Librarian    Ron Smith 

Membership    Jeannie Turner 

Newsletter    Bonnie Bair 

Nominations    Wes Turner 

Programs    Tammy, Nadya, & Cathy 

Publicity    Cathy McGreevy 

Raffle      Paul Turner 

Sunshine    Tammy Andrews 
Youth Mentorship  Tammy, Wes, & Cathy 

Website    Westley Turner 

Workshops     Eva Wise 

MEMBERSHIP is paid on a yearly basis. If joining after March, dues are prorated by the quarter for new 

members.  

Individual $40.00/year   Couple $55.00/year   

Full-Time Student $30.00/year  Platinum Senior (70+) $30.00/year  

Membership is not required for attending meetings but provides benefits such as:  

1) publication in newsletter     3) participation in critique groups     

2) participation in club author events    4) grants for conferences … & more  

More information is on our website:  sactowriters.org.  

Name: __________________________  Genres:____________________  Published? Y/N 

Email: ________________________________________ Phone:_____________________ 

Website/other info/address (optional):__________________________________________  

Your name and email are needed to receive the digital newsletter. 

COPY AND DEADLINES 
  

  

Submit original written material such as poems, letters, 

book excerpts, articles, book reviews, humor, web sites to 

visit, general information, fun stuff to share — almost 

anything by the 25th of each month.  Also, share info about 

other meetings, contests, books, book signings, classes, etc. 

Please keep the submission relatively short. Also, please 

submit electronically.  There is no pay but byline credit is 

given — and that looks good to agents and publishers.  This 

is a benefit of being a member of SSWC. 

Contact bonniebonniebair@yahoo.com with your 

submissions. 

                  

SSWC, P.O. Box 4134, Citrus Heights, CA 95611 

Contact the newsletter if you would like to ADVERTISE in the  

SSWC Newsletter for your writing related services.   

$3 a month (3 month minimum) for members 

$5 a month (3 month minimum) for non-members 

Monthly Writing Prompt 
 

Create a poem, short story, or journal entry about a conversation 
you’ve overheard. 

 
http://thinkwritten.com/365-creative-writing-prompts/ 

Does this summer feel too hot for you? Well, it has cooler than the 
high of a “heat burst.” Be glad we don’t have to make it through 

temps of 134°F (official) to 184°F. Okay, it still feels hot here, but 
at least we’re not there. 

 


